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Stacie a registered nurse with extensive experience in
critical care, organ recovery and leadership with an Organ
SPEAKER Procurement Organization. Her bedside nursing skills, ability
to manage complex clinical situation and coordinate

H multidisciplinary teams has equipped Stacie to participate in
StaCIe Be"' RN international medical missions to expand her passion for
contributing to lifesaving work from the local level to the
global level.

SPEAKER Mackenzie Gress is the Immunization Nurse Consultant at
the Montana Department of Public Health and Human

q Services. After graduating from Montana State University
MaCkeHZIe College of Nursing, Mackenzie spent 6 years working for
Gress) BSN, RN Flathead County as a public health nurse. During this time,
she supported the local public health response to the
COVID-19 pandemic, worked within maternal and child
health roles, and served as the immunization program
supervisor. In her current role, she serves as the
immunization nurse consultant for state staff, local public
health, local medical professionals, and community members.
In her free time, Mackenzie enjoys being outdoors, traveling
and spending time with her family.

Julia is the newly appointed Program Manager for Montana
Health Professionals for a Healthy Climate. She has
previously developed educational materials tailored for

. healthcare workers in Montana through initiatives such as the
JUIIG Ryder, RN; Nurses Climate Challenge, Alliance of Nurses for a Healthy

SPEAKER

BSN, CEN, Environment, and Health Care Without Harm. Julia brings
over 14 years of experience as a Registered Nurse (RN) in
MPH; CEH the Emergency Department at Bozeman Health. Alongside

her professional achievements, she is a mother to a young
daughter and enjoys horses and the mountains. Recently, she
completed her Master of Public Health (MPH) at the
University of Montana, focusing on the integration of human
health with the environment. Her passion for nature grew in
her twenties as a backcountry guide in Moab, Utah, where
she realized the health benefits of outdoor engagement.
Julia holds a Bachelor of Science from Southern Utah
University and earned a certificate in Emergency Medicine
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Kelsey Springer,
MSN, RN, CCRN

Kelsey Springer, MSN, RN, CCRN is a critical care nurse
educator with over nine years of experience spanning adult
ICU, flight nursing, cardiac cath lab, and nursing education.
Her firsthand experience with workplace violence drives her
advocacy for safer nursing environments. Kelsey’s work
includes a forthcoming literature review in Critical Care
Clinics, a blog for the AACN, podcast guest spots, and
panelist contributions at the AACN NTI conference. She also
teaches part-time at Montana State University.
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Jacqueline
Towarnicki,

Jacqueline’s early professional career in Hawaii concentrated
on the forensic sciences while also working as a skydiving
instructor. She transitioned to health sciences in 2013, earning
a master’s degree in nursing from Massachusetts General
Hospital’s Institute for Health Professions. Early work in
healthcare was in service to the homeless and underserved in
Portland, Maine. Since moving to Missoula in 2016, she has
continued to provide healthcare for the homeless via working
inside the shelters. From these beginnings, she learned of the
association of experienced trauma, mental health outcomes
and substance use disorders. On nights and weekends, as a
Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner, she provides holistic care to
those surviving assault and domestic violence. She is
passionate about life-saving opportunities in caring for those
with both addiction and mental health disorders and
understands the positive effect healing has on individuals as
well as for our community.
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Scott Rigdon,
MSN, MPH,
DNAP, CRNA,
NSPM-C

Scott Rigdon has been providing anesthesia services for the
past 19 years. After completing primary Anesthesiology
training he worked in a few western states and has been
primarily in Montana for the past 12 years. Scott is currently
the CEO of a Montana based Anesthesia services based
company.
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A Emma Peterson,
' RD, RN, CDCES

Emma is a registered dietitian, nurse and certified diabetes
care and education specialist. Currently working for Bozeman
Health in diabetes and oncology. She has worked in several
diabetes clinics in the state providing diabetes education and
management in both in inpatient and outpatient setting. She
is currently working on her doctorate nurse practitioner
degree at Montana State University.




